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 Queensland Historic Motoring Council
1376 Old Cleveland Road, 
Carindale  QLD  4152

www.qhmc.org.au
14th July 2010
To

ASRF
IMPORTATION OF MODIFIED VEHICLES under the pre-1989 scheme

QHMC represents 104 historic vehicle clubs in Queensland. 

We have been careful not to look at this issue too narrowly. We have been mindful to be inclusive of organisations which are part of the broader movement, such as ASRF. QHMC is an affiliate of Australian Historic Motoring Federation (AHMF). As a federation, AHMF represents members who as a hobby operate old vehicles which can be described under many headings: Veteran, Vintage, Historic, original preserved, restored, restored modified (within reason) etc. And a loose description of ‘classic’ is in there too. Simply put, our hobby is historic vehicles. Historic does not necessarily mean ‘non-modified’. 

‘Modified’ can potentially mean a vehicle on which someone has, for example:

· replaced drum brakes with disc brakes, 

· replaced mechanical brakes with hydraulic brakes, 

· replaced original seats with more comfortable and safer seats from a later model, 

· installed seat belts, 

· replaced headlights or taillights with safer later model units, 

· fitted after-market, generally safer, wheels, 

· carried out a mild update motor swap, 

· changed manual gearbox for an automatic. 
………………………and the list goes on. The department has told us that a repaint or a restoration using new or reconditioned parts is acceptable, but it has given no clear minimum and no maximum of what it considers acceptable modification/conversion/changes for importation of vehicles under the pre 1989 scheme. In other words, we are travelling blind insofar as our left and right of arc is concerned.  

The vehicle may outwardly look much the same as it did ex-factory. Mild modifications such as those exampled above, done correctly after 1989, or pre 1989 without proof of date, should not result in rejection for import under the pre-1989 scheme. Such a vehicle would, generally speaking, be accepted for registration after being inspected and certified by an authorised State or Territory registration inspector. Vehicles such as this are a legitimate component part of the historic vehicle movement which we represent. 

It is conceivable that the importer hobbyist might even decide to apply to import a vehicle which has been modified as above with the express intention of returning the vehicle to its ex-factory specification. 

In its response to the AHMF President’s approach in late May 2010, the department provided flimsy and totally unacceptable examples of what an acceptable vehicle might be. It failed to provide a clear definition of what the department considers a ‘modified vehicle’ to be, and it should be called upon to do so. Thankfully, the department’s response inferred some assurance that it is not going after the average hobbyist, however the rules clearly give the department the authority to reject as it sees fit. In the absence of clear guidelines and definition of “modification”, it comes down to what the particular assessor/inspector decides in the execution of their duties on the day. Our members are then at the mercy of the individual assessor/inspector until an appeal can be mounted.

QHMC believes that it has an obligation to its members to represent this matter as best it can. If that means joining with ASRF to add weight to reasonable representations, then we are happy to do so. We are mindful that we are affiliated to AHMF, however if ASRF is representing this matter with the department then we ask that ASRF note our concerns directly and record our support of any reasonable actions and representations to the department on this matter. 

David James
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President, QHMC  
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