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QUEENSLAND HISTORIC MOTORING COUNCIL (Inc)

(affiliated with Australian Historic Motoring Federation)

QHMC INFORMATION BULLETIN 1/10
To: QHMC Club Delegates and interested Veteran, Vintage and Historic vehicle hobbyists and collectors everywhere.

Subject: Seat Belt & Child Restraint Laws (Section 266 & 267 Queensland Road Rules)
This bulletin has been prepared in the interest of all who drive vehicles in Queensland not fitted with seat belts or child restraints and who intend to carry children under 16 years of age in their vehicles. Be warned - new Queensland Road Rules (QRR) do not allow it. 

From emails and QHMC GM Minutes you may already be aware that this bulletin is as a result of the new QRR introduced in March 2010 and in particular reference to Sections 266 and 267. The Queensland historic vehicle movement has come off second best to all other States & Territories through lack of consultation on the part of Qld Govt agencies. The Australian Road Rules (ARR) and all States and Territories including Qld have prescriptive Child Restraint rules for ages 0 to under 7. Queensland has prescriptive rules for 0 to under 16. Bearing in mind the careless and unchecked driving habits of many drivers in the general community, QHMC supports the new seat belt and child restraint legislation as a general rule. However, we believe that appropriate exemptions as provided in ARR and other States have not been fully considered here in Queensland. Indeed, children from age 7 to under 16 in Queensland have been specifically discriminated against in QRR when it comes to enjoying club outings with their Mums and Dads in the old vehicle movement. These kids are the future custodians of our vehicles and our transport history and they can’t even travel in a standard specification old vehicle (pre seat belt era) until they are 16 years of age. QHMC has commenced negotiation with TMR to redress this. Depending on the outcome of these negotiations, action in the political arena may become necessary.  

The QHMC TMR (Dept of Transport & Main Roads) Liaison Officer, Rod Graydon, has done some liaison work with Qld Police Service (QPS) re exemptions for Seat Belts & Child Restraints under certain circumstances (parades and processions). Rod’s liaison with QPS is an interim measure in order to inform you all about what you have to do in Queensland  -  at club or event level  -  to obtain an exemption to carry under 16s for the duration of your parades and processions. It is only a narrow-based exemption but an important interim one until we can make some broader headway on the issue with the Qld Govt.

This information is for widest dissemination throughout the historic vehicle movement in Queensland. It even impacts on our interstate friends while driving in Queensland. For that reason, I have also sent this notification out through AHMF channels the national committee of which we shall be supporting with regard to national advocacy on the overall issue. Please do your bit and get the information out through your own email address groups. QHMC needs the  support of its affiliated clubs on this issue.

When the new QHMC Secretary is settled into position, queries can be sent to secretary@qhmc.org.au  as per our website  www.qhmc.org.au   

In the meantime please send any queries to me at   president@qhmc.org.au  and I will get answers to you.

David James

President QHMC 



From: Rod Graydon [mailto:automarineconsulting@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, 9 September 2010 11:02 AM
To: David James
Subject: Seat Belt and Child Restraint clarification for processions / parades / events
From Qld Police Major Event Planning Unit Phone 3364 6272
 
A Special Event Permit can provide exemption from the new Seat Belt & Child Restraint legislation by the following: 
Ensure the request for exemption is added to the Event Permit application
 
The exemption is only for whilst the particular procession is in progress and not to and from as the exemption is relevant to the speed restriction placed on the event (up to 20 kph). 
 
If the vehicle in question is travelling between venues then the child must alight from the said vehicle and be carried in another vehicle fitted with appropriate seat belts / child restraints.
 
The permits may be obtained from:
 
Local Police Station for local area events.
 
For cross district or annual events or major events apply to Major Event Planning Unit at Police Headquarters 3364 6272.
 
It is understood that the permits can be obtained for various style of events including charity rides, provided the speed restriction is applied (Model ‘A’ Ford Club, please note for your Kids Respite Day coming up soon). 


Regards
 Rod Graydon
TMR Liaison
QHMC
