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FURTHER NEWS ON IMPORTATION

In issue 201 this column explained how the Federal Government has started to enforce the rules of the ‘concessional importation of pre-1989 vehicles’ scheme. The scheme provides for the importation of pre-1989 vehicles without the need for normal certification requirements. The government’s guidelines had already provided for rejection within the scheme of vehicles modified after 1st January 1989, but now this rule is enforced. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport etc (Federal Govt) website  www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle(underscore)regulation/bulletin/importing(underscore)vehicles/general/pre1989scheme.aspx  contains the rules. The actual reason for the ‘no modifieds’ after 1st January 1989 rule is unclear and a number of collectible vehicle organisations have been asking why. The Australian Street Rod Federation flagged the matter as an issue a few months back and a number of similar organizations also started to ask questions. Amongst these are Queensland Historic Motoring Council, Association of Motoring Clubs (Vic) and Council of ACT Motor Clubs, all of which together represent hundreds of old vehicle clubs in their home States and Territory. QHMC aligned itself with ASRF at a stakeholders meeting in July called by the department in Canberra. Australian Historic Motoring Federation is a national body with affiliated councils of clubs in all States and Territories. It too has been in direct contact with the department seeking answers. 
QHMC www.qhmc.org.au recently spoke to RC. QHMC asked the department to define ‘modified’, and listed some examples for the department’s consideration. The department said that the examples listed are acceptable. The list included replacement of drum brakes with discs, hydraulic brakes in place of mechanical, bucket seats in place of a bench seat, installation of seat belts, aftermarket lights and wheels, and a number of other minor mods. This provides enthusiasts with an element of guidance that was missing from the discussion until recently. As announced in this column in issue 201, the department has also reiterated that a repaint or a restoration using new or reconditioned original-style parts is also acceptable. And of course a vehicle proven to be modified prior to 1st January 1989 remains eligible for importation under the scheme.  
Some enthusiasts may want to import a modified vehicle to return it to factory specifications. If the vehicle is rejected, the intent of restoring it back to its factory specs is not grounds for an exemption. Whilst the general feeling is that the department is not out to make things difficult for the average hobbyist, the rules clearly give the department the authority to reject modified vehicles as it sees fit. Therefore it is more important than ever to do what prudent operators have always done, and that is to go through the import approval process and get all the paperwork in place prior to shipping. 
Individuals need to be mindful of providing the department with ample evidence of year of manufacture or year of modification of the vehicle they want to import under this scheme. Through its administration of the pre-1989 import scheme, the Federal Government continues to recognize the value that historic and classic vehicles bring to the Australian community. Peak bodies within the movement must maintain a vigilant watch over this process in order to ensure that the reasonable needs of enthusiasts continue to be catered for under this concessional importation scheme. 
